Grievant and his buddy,   David  Cottingham,   both classified
and working as  wiremen,   had  gone  about  their  normal duties
which included  bringing  equipment  to   the bottom.     They got
to the bottom at about  11:05   to  11:15 p.m  (putting  the
testimony of both together  on  the  timing).     As   the Grievant
came through the revolving door  into  the waiting room,   he
saw two  employees going onto  the cage and  on up  to   the
top.     Shortly after,  members  of  a "dead-head"  crew,   which
included Ralph Hicks,  William Coburn,   and  two ladies,  came
in and sat on one of  the benches at  about  the middle of
the room.     In  the  short  period  following,   a number  of per-
sons began to gather  in  the waiting  room up  to number
ranging in estimates by witnesses  from 15   to 30 or  so.

Then,  according  to  the   testimony,   Mr.   Hicks  said,
"Let's go up at 11:25."    At   this Grievant raised up from
his resting position,   saying  that  the agreement  was   to  stay
on the bottom until  11:40,   and   that Hicks,   as  a  Committee-
man,  ought  to aid  in observing  the  agreement.     With that,
Grievant got up from  the bench and walked  over and  leaned
against the cage door.     At   the   same   time,   since Grievant
did not carry a watch,   he  asked another  employee,   David
Mollisee,  who was  sitting on  the bench next   to  the  cage
door and  the button device used   to  signal  for  the  cage,
what  time it  was,   and was  told:     "11:23."

A short while later,' estimated  by  the Grievant  to be
two or three minutes,   William Coburn got  up  from  the bench
where he was seated,  moved   toward   the cage,   saying,   "let's
go",  and asking Mr.   Mollisee   to  push  the button for  the
cage.    At  this point,   an altercation between  the Grievant
and Mr.   Coburn ensued,  which altercation,   its nature,
extent,  and course of events,   is  the  subject of controverted
testimony,  and,   eventually,   the basis  on which this case
arose.

William Coburn,   subpoenaed  as an Employer witness,
stated that he came  to  the waiting room around 11:15 p.m.
with his crew and  sat down with them on the bench.     Other
employees came in and he estimated  that  some 30 had gath-
ered.     Some time around  11:30,   he got  up,  walked   to  the
cage,  and asked Mr.   Mollisee  to  push the button and Mr.
Mollisee did so.     At  this,   the Grievant told Mr.   Coburn
it was not  time  to go out,   and Coburn retorted  that Grie-
vant was not going   to  tell him when he could go out or
come in.     At  this  remark,   he  said,   the Grievant   started
cussing him.    During  this  exchange,   the cage came down
and the door opened.     At about  this   time,   Grievant  hit
Mr.  Coburn on the right   side of his   face alongside his
nose and pushed him onto  the cage.     Mr.   Coburn was  dazed
by the blow,  but did  recall   that others  got on  the  cage
and that Mr.   Cottingham restrained  the Grievant.  regarding  his  discharge,   conceded   that  he  indeed   respected
